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Clegg attacks pensioner benefits - again

eputy
Prime Min-
ister, Nick

Clegg has again
reiterated his
plans to means-
test universal age-
related benefits if
he is still in govern-
ment after the
2015 general elec-
tion.

In a speech to
his party’s confer-
ence Mr Clegg sug-
gested that any
pensioner with
assets of £1m or
more would have
their bus pass,
winter fuel allow-
ance and other
benefits removed.

However, the Lib
Dem leader’s
claim that Sir Alan
Sugar should have
his bus pass taken
away prompted
the millionaire en-
trepreneur to de-
clare that he does
not even have a
bus pass.

Fellow Lib Dem
minister Dave
Laws then had to
explain that taking
benefits away from
a tiny number of
millionaire pen-
sioners would
raise virtually noth-
ing; suggesting
that the govern-
ment would in-
stead have to in-
troduce a compli-
cated and expen-
sive means-tested
system that would
target all those
with an income of
more than just
£7500 a year.

Dot Gibson, NPC
general secretary
said: “This issue
keeps coming up
and Nick Clegg is
the latest to start
attacking pension-
er benefits, but the
figures simply
don’t add up and
he knows it.”

“The Deputy
Prime Minister and

others are trying to
prepare the
ground so that
after the election
the government
can start to dis-
mantle the welfare
state.”

The NPC has
called a national
lobby of Parlia-
ment on 31 Octo-
ber and is urging
pensioners to
meet their tackle
their MPs on the
day.

“Mr Clegg should
remember that he
also receives a
number of benefits
from the taxpayer,
such as a chauf-
feur driven car and
warm accommoda-
tion,” added Ms
Gibson.

“One of the main
reasons why pen-
sioners have cam-
paigned for these
benefits over a
number of years is
because the state
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pension remains
so inadequate and
we have absolutely
no intention of
letting them go,”
she said.

Research shows
that every year
older people con-
tribute £40bn to
society more than
it costs to pay pen-

sions and benefits,
through taxes, vol-
untary work and
unpaid caring.
Details of the
lobby or copies of
the NPC report
(pictured above)
can be obtained
from the NPC of-
fice or by visiting
www.npcuk.org.
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Dates

20 October 2012

A Future That
Works

A mass march and
rally through cen-
tral London, called
by the TUC in oppo-
sition to the govern-
ment’s current
round of austerity
measures. The NPC

is supporting the
event and is en-
couraging as many
pensioners and
their organisations
as possible to take
part

31 October 2012
Hands off the Bus
Pass Rally/Lobby
National event
aimed at defending
universal pensioner
benefits. 11.30am
protest opposite
Parliament in front
of George V's stat-
ue, followed at 1pm
by a rally in Com-
mittee Room 14
and then a lobby of
MPs. Please sup-
port this important
day of action

NPC Pensioners’
Parliament 2013
18-20 June, Winter
Gardens, Blackpool

Ex-minister warns
over care policy

ormer care
minister,
Paul

Burstow has hit
out at the Treas-
ury claiming that
they intend to kick
the issue of social
care funding into
the political long
grass.

Mr Burstow lost
his post as care
minister in the
recent govern-
ment reshuffle,
and has since
spoken of his con-
cerns.

Some within the
Coalition are keen
to introduce a life-

time cap on the
amount that indi-
viduals would
have to pay for the
care they receive,
similar to that pro-
posed by the
Dilnot Commis-
sion, but feel that
this could only be
done for those
who take out
some form of vol-
untary private
care insurance.
There is also
some confusion
as to whether the
means-tested lev-
el at which sup-
port can be given
will rise from the

current £23,250.

Pat Healy, NPC
vice president
said: “The govern-
ment’s dithering
on the issue of
care funding is
leaving around a
million families in
unnecessary lim-
bo.”

“We urgently
need a National
Care Service that
everyone pays into
through taxation,
which can raise
standards and
end the need for
thousands of peo-
ple to sell their
homes.”

Campaign to unite
the generations

he NPC has
officially
launched

its Generations
United campaign
with the support
of newly elected
TUC general secre-
tary, Frances
O’Grady, National
Union of Students
president Liam
Burns, author Ow-
en Jones and a
host of teaching
unions.

The launch
statement in the
national media
states: “At a time
of economic crisis,
there is often a
tendency to look

for someone to
blame.

This time a
number of politi-
cians, think tanks
and elements in
the media have
started to point
the finger at pen-
sioners by sug-
gesting that they
have escaped the
austerity
measures at the
expense of young-
er generations.

Not only is this
factually incorrect,
it is extremely divi-
sive.

Young and old
share a number of
concerns; from

the lack of suita-
ble housing and
inadequate public
transport in rural
areas, to raising
retirement ages
which will mean
everyone has to
wait to receive
their pensions and
rising youth unem-
ployment.

What this artifi-
cial generational
conflict tries to
hide is the real
division in our
society between
rich and poor.”

More infor-
mation on the
campaign will be
issued shortly.

Dignity
Code gets
backing

he NPC has
contacted
every local

authority in the
UK asking them to
adopt the Dignity
Code, as a way of
promoting better
care of older peo-
ple.

Many positive
replies have been
received so far;
with one county
council agreeing
to put the Code
within their con-
tracts and to use
it as a way of
monitoring that
those providing
the services are
acting properly.

The NPC also
intends to ask
every MP to add
their name as
well, and arrange-
ments are being

made to

ESLQUEE If you know of

new anyone who would
care like to receive this
minis- .

NSNP bulletin please

man send their email
B address to the NPC
how he

intends to pro-
mote the Code as
part of the govern-
ment’s white pa-
per on social care.
Norman

Jemison, NPC vice
president said:
“We need to see
the Dignity Code
in every hospital
ward, care home
and GPs’ surgery
across the coun-

try.”




