Fire Fighters Charity Clothing Collections
We have been alerted to a potential problem by one of our members, Sid Hogg from Cleveland. He recently got a charity bag for clothing from the Firefighters Charity asking for donations of old clothes and the bag would be collected a few days later. He filled the bag and put it out for collection, but when the van arrived, he noticed it was a bit tatty and when he challenged the person collecting the bag, he found him to be of Eastern European origin and they couldn’t understand each other. This aroused Sid’s suspicions making him think the collectors were bogus and profiting from the FFC. He contacted me for advice and I’ve made some enquiries of the FFC via Graham Bow and this is the Charities response.

Collection of clothing bags is done by a Sub Contractor and they do employ Eastern Europeans to work for them, but they should be wearing an identity badge or at least be able to produce one for inspection. The vans used for collecting should also have a magnetic Fire fighters Charity crest on the side so they can be identified as a Bona Fide vehicle. 
NARF will be working closely with the FFC and they have told us if you wish to find dates and locations for collections in certain areas, you can do this by either contacting Kevin Biles from the charity on 01256 366566 or go to the FFC website on www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/what-you-can-do/recycling 
This will give you up to date information as to where they are currently collecting. Thanks to Sid for his intervention.
