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T 
he NPC 

plans to 

mark next 

year’s National 

Dignity Day on 1 

February 2014  as 

a way of promoting 

the Convention’s 

Dignity Code and 

to raise the organi-

sation’s profile. 

Plans are being 

drawn up for activi-

ties to take place 

in every region of 

the country, all on 

the same day. 

Groups will be 

asked to involved 

local community 

choirs, hold public 

meetings, leaflet 

the public, lobby 

councils and MPs 

and demonstrate 

outside hospitals 

and care homes 

where dignity is a 

concern. 

 At a national 

level, the NPC will 

be seeking support 

for the activity 

from a national 

newspaper, 

launching parlia-

mentary activity 

and trying to se-

cure celebrity 

backing for the 

campaign. 

Already the new 

TUC general secre-

tary Frances 

O’Grady has asked 

all regions of the 

TUC to give the 

NPC their support. 

Regrettably, the 

Care Bill which is 

currently making 

its way through 

parliament con-

tains very little by 

way of improving 

the quality of care 

that people re-

ceive, and does 

nothing to tackle 

the poor training 

and pay offered to 

many care work-

ers. 

Dot Gibson, NPC 

general secretary 

said: “The fact that 

too often we do 

not treat older peo-

ple in care with the 

dignity and respect 

they deserve 

proves that the 

system is simply 

not fit for pur-

pose.” 

“The quality of 

care is sometimes 

shocking, the staff  

often don’t have 

the time to look 

after people 

properly and the 

funding is unfair.” 

The NPC contin-

ues to call for a 

national health 

and care service 

for all to be funded 

through taxation.  

Campaign!  

The NPC’s monthly bulletin for activists in the pensioners’ movement 

NPC backs National Dignity Day 

October 2013 

Issue 76 

T 
he new Pensions 

Bill, which pro-

poses introducing 

a single-tier state pen-

sion from April 2016 will 

do nothing to help exist-

ing or future pension-

ers, the NPC has 

warned. 

The latest analysis 

from the TUC shows 

that median earners 

who are contracted into 

the state second pen-

sions will lose out and 

the scale of the loss will 

increase to over £1500 

a year less by 2030. 

Existing pensioners 

will also be excluded 

from the new scheme, 

even though their in-

come may be less than 

the £146 a week that is 

being proposed. 

Those with a modest 

company pension will 

also be worse off under 

the new scheme. 

Ron Douglas, NPC 

president said: “Young 

and old are being 

conned by this new 

state pension scheme 

and we need to tell MPs 

that this is a step back-

wards.” 

The NPC has called a 

lobby of Parliament on 

27 November. 

NPC calls lobby over new state pension 
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Campaign 

Dates 

NPC Dignity Code 

Exhibition 

14-17 October, 

House of Com-

mons.  

 

NPC Lobby of  

Parliament - A  

Decent State  

Pension For All  

Generations 

27 November, 1-

3pm, Committee 

Room 14, House of 

Commons. Repre-

sentatives from 

across the age 

groups will speak 

about how the Pen-

sions Bill won’t help 

existing and future 

pensioners. More 

details to follow. 

 

National Dignity 

Day 

1 February 2014, 

organised by the 

Social Care Insti-

tute of Excellence. 

The NPC intends to 

mount nationwide 

activities to coin-

cide with this day.  

Details to follow 

 

NPC Pensioners’ 

Parliament 

17-19 June 2014, 

Winter Gardens, 

Blackpool 

Young people back 

pensioner benefits 

A 
 new poll 

from De-

mos/

IPSOS MORI re-

veals that people 

born after 1980 

are three times as 

likely to support 

benefits for the 

over 65s as for 

the unemployed. 

Qualitative re-

search found that, 

across genera-

tions, people sup-

ported welfare 

spending on those 

in need through 

no fault of their 

own, as well as 

those who have 

contributed to the 

system, and be-

cause pensioners 

match both of 

these, spending 

on their welfare 

was strongly sup-

ported. 

What is interest-

ing is that the find-

ings challenge the 

idea of the ‘grey 

vote’ only applying 

to over-65s.  

The high levels 

of support for 

spending on pen-

sioners across 

generations sug-

gests that atti-

tudes towards the 

welfare state are 

not just based on 

self-interest, but 

personal values. 

Similarly, those in 

older generations 

(Pre War and Baby 

Boomers) thought 

that young people 

deserve more help 

from the govern-

ment in order to 

get jobs.  

The findings 

challenge those 

who are trying to 

argue that older 

people have es-

caped the austeri-

ty measures at the 

expense of young-

er generations. 

The NPC be-

lieves that young 

and old have more 

in common than is 

often thought. 

F 
or years the 

NPC’s fi-

nances 

have been 

stretched; relying 

heavily on support 

from pensioners, 

trade unions and 

Age UK to run a 

small London of-

fice with three part

-time and one full-

time member of 

staff. 

Unfortunately, 

next year it is pos-

sible that some of 

these funds will be 

reduced or with-

drawn completely, 

placing the NPC in 

a very difficult po-

sition. 

Local groups are 

therefore being 

asked to hold at 

least one event 

next year, such as 

a coffee 

morn-

ing, 

raffle 

etc to 

raise 

money 

for the 

NPC. 

Barry Todman, 

NPC treasurer 

said: “Ultimately 

we need older peo-

ple themselves to 

help fund the NPC 

and give us a guar-

anteed source of 

income.” 

“It is important 

that people recog-

nise the work that 

the NPC does and 

how vital it is that 

this continues for 

decades to come.” 

T 
he new 

Transparen-

cy of Lobby-

ing, Non-party 

Campaigning and 

Trade Union Ad-

ministration Bill 

has recently hit 

the headlines, and 

has caused con-

cern amongst a 

whole host of 

charities and cam-

paign groups.  

Part of the Bill 

seeks to alter the 

rules surrounding 

political cam-

paigning in the 

year before a gen-

eral election. 

Under the pro-

posal, if the NPC 

spent more than 

£5000 in a year 

on campaigning 

(including staff 

costs, travel, print-

ing etc) it would 

be required to 

register with the 

Electoral Commis-

sion and every 

three months it 

would need to 

send in details of 

all the donations it 

had received. 

During an elec-

tion, this infor-

mation would 

have to be sent 

every week. 

Groups ranging 

from the TUC to 

the Salvation Army 

are all concerned 

that this is a way 

of trying to gag 

campaigners from 

criticising different 

policies. 

The NPC has 

produced a brief-

ing paper on the 

issue which ex-

plains the Bill in 

detail and is avail-

able from the NPC 

website. 

The Bill has its 

Report Stage on 8 

October before 

going to the 

House of Lords 

and some com-

mentators expect 

amendments to 

be made. 

You can now keep 

up to date with all 

the NPC’s  

activities by  

following us on 

Twitter @NPCUK. 


